
"THE POOR BEASTS."
fifteen Tk«iMi4 tones Stricken

with Chills and Fever*

AH ALABMING PESTILENCE.

¦anhattan Island Turned Into a
Vast Horse Hospital.

flu Street Railroads, Stage Companies, Pri¬
vate Livery Stables, Express Companies
and Manufactories Deprived of Half

Their Equine Working Force.

I Straggle Over the Bediw of the Horses Be-
, twees Bomsopathy and Allopathy.

diphtheria Among the Fire De¬
partment Teams.

Bet Bom and Batter, Aconite, Belladonna
and Perspiration Suggested

as Remedies.

Local Traffic Must Cease if the Distem¬
per Continues to Spread.

Ike pestilence among the horses is rapidly grow¬
ing in the strength of Its destruction, and there are
»ow not less than fifteen thousand cases requiring
saedicai treatment. It is impossible to form any
Mea of the duration of the disease, whlcn, although
It la of a troublesome nature, has not as yet proved
af a fatal nature in a single instance. This may,
probably, be accounted for by the necessary pre¬
cautions that have generally been taken and the en¬
ure absence of any attempt at the heroic treatment.
Throughout the city everybody was discussing

the horse disease, the mode ot treatment and the
anfbrtunate condition of their neighbors' stables.
In general the human race have rather a weak-
Bess for recounting thelf mishaps, but on the sub¬
ject of horseflesh the tables appear to be turned.
If you want to know how Mr. Smith's horses
Bre yon have to go to Mr. Jones, across
the way, and vice versa. The disease appeared
yesterday in its most hideous form, as the streets
were crowded with Infected horses. The public,
the; say, must be accommodated, and therefore
poor sick brutes, that are an eyesore in the streets,
are harnessed up and driven thetr dally Jour

y. The Commissioners of Charities and
Correction, however, ought to set a good
example and not allow one of their
wagons to be paraded through the streets, drawn
by an animal in the most advanced state or the
disease, with a revolting discharge of a greenish
fluid from the nostrils. If Mr. Bergli had been
around the streets yesterday he could have
done some genuine good to the brute creation.
Numbers of Btage horses, car horses, dray horses,
and even private carriage horses exhibited symp¬
toms of an advanced natnre. The hack horses on
the stands coughed with painful exertion as they
ptood patiently awaiting the orders of the driver,
who wonld never let them rest as long as there was
a chance of earning a dollar.

ts yet no definite and concise opinion ofthe exact
Ann of the disease has been arrived at by the

veterinary surgeons, and although they all agree
that it is a sperlesef catarrhal affection, there are
the most diverse opinions as to whether it resulted
from something peculiar in the air, or whether it
was contagious and was brought to the city by
pone horse from other Infected towns. Belladouna
la still largely used in connection with tar, and the
general treatment In the car and stage stables is
confined to some simple food of a laxative na¬
tnre mixed with their feed and water. The

II-known veterinary surgeons, Buch as Professor
Oopelan, Leotard and Lockhart are in immense de¬
mand, and have more orders than they can possi¬
bly attend to. They appear to agree that there is
very little danger In the disease, if the afiected ani¬

ls given rest and proper treatment, but that
they eaanot say bow long it will last. Some aver
that it Is only a mild catarrhal fever, that will laBt
about ten days.
Travel in the city has not thus far been impeded

to any great extent, as the car companies and
atage proprietors appear determined to run their
cars and stages at all hazards. Numbers of the
Borses that were working yesterday on the public
thoroughfares, Indeed tally one half, should have
been in the stable undergoing treatment. Some
cars have been taken off In the different lines.
about one hundred and fifty in all.giving a little
longer time to wait between trips, but as yet it

not interfered with the comfort of the travel¬
ling public. Some few stages.about forty all
told.are also at rest lor the present, and their

Cence was noticeable yesterday by an unusual
wding of those in use.

Alarming stories are going the rounds of the city,
to the effect that the infectious tiature of the dia¬

ls not confined to the horse alone, but is also
transmitted to the human being. However strange
this story may appear, there are, It is said, a num¬
ber of instances in this city where the master has

|taken the disease from the horse. If such is really
the case there must be something of glanders or

|«llphtheria connected with It. This matter should
"at once be investigated by some eminent physi-
fvlans, in order to set the question at rest, or else

poor horse will nol receive the proper amount
r attention.
The disease appears to be very generally dls-

¦trlbuted throughout the city, as news comes in
Ifrom all quarters of fresh cases. Brooklyn and
kersey City have been visited by this plague,land their car horses are in a bad way.
{numbers of private stables have been con-

erted into hospitals In the past twenty-
E hours, and it appears an invariable rule

when one horse has been taken with the dis-
all the others have also suffered. Mr. Bon-

ler's stable has as yet escaped, although there
ras a report yesterday morning that Poca-
lontas was affected. Mr.' Piatt's and ad¬

joining stables in the same street were
free from disease yesterday. Mr. Oeorge

pJsgW's entire stable are now under the hands of
veterinary surgeon, and Clarence, a trotting
>rse, belonging to Mr. Paste, of Brooklyn, has also

Jpme into hospitaL Many gentlemen have taken
time by the forelock," and by proper use of disin¬

fectants and laxative diet have kept their stables
from disease.

To-day will probably bring out some rresh fea-

|tares in the disease that may throw some light
ipon its source and enable the veterinary surgeons
o form an idea of the most efficacious way to

¦attack and thoroughly root out the poison in the
(system.

In a Bleecker Street Car.
The Hrralo Horse Plague Commissioner having

n ordered to make a close and searching Invest!-
tlon into the extent of the distemper now raging

Kost universally among the horses or this city,
an operations by stepping into a Bleecker
it car at the corner of Ann street

ft" Broadway yesterday morning. The car
I gloomy aspect.there is always a

Bloomy aspect about a Bleecker street car, the
fttooartness arising from the outrageous combina-

of colors.Irish green and English red.that
^Isfignre the cars. All the conductors on the

leeeker street cars are philosophers, and
be drivers are satirists by natnre. The
Icraij> Plague Commissioner jumped over
to basketg, a female dog. and ran avainst a

colored wonas with * ban oa her.k»ees before be
could reacta the front platform. The front platform
obtained, a conversation of a business character
arose between tne Commissioner ana the satirical
driver.
Commissioner.How do your horses feel to-day,

my friend ?
Bleecker street Car Driver.How do the horses

feel to-day? Well, on tbls line tbey loel pooty bad I
. an tell you. They always leel bad oo this line.
They arn't treated rig'it and they know that they
are only worth a hundred and thirty dollars a piece.
Blame it that's enough to make any boss feel bad.
Commissioner.Are any of them very sick?
Driver.Piles of 'em. They ought to be all well

wrapped up with red flannel and put to bed. Every
horse on this line ought to have a bucket of hot
rum with a half pound of butter poured into him
aud then let hlra rip and perspire an hour or two.
All our horses have got the chills, and I feel as If I
waa getting the chills myself from these two played-
out nogs myself. [Here the horses began to cough
in chorus violently, and they were hardly able to
turn around the corner.one of the numerous cor¬
ners of tins cranky route.]
On arriving at the depot of the Bleecker street

line, which is located at the toot of Fourteenth
street, North River, the Commissioner made in-

Siirles in the office of the depot of the company lor
e Superintendent. The Superintendent was not

in a clerk said, and added, supposing that the Com¬
missioner wished to be placed on a car as a con¬
ductor,
"What do you want ? He Is not in now."
"I want lnlormation as to tne spread of the dis¬

temper among your horses."
clrrk."Oh you do.do you? Well, go In to the

Card there and look for Roberts, the stable boss;
e knows everything abont the disease."
The Commissioner walked back through the yardand a number of drivers and cuuductors and the

starter were discussing the new disease. Mr. Rob¬
erts, a horsey-looking gentleman with a blonde
face and a quid of tobacco, was found up to his
shoulders in business. He was civil, suspicious
and brief. The great trouble In obtaining informa¬
tion at the horse railroad depots is that the offi¬
cials believe that the knowledge that a great num¬
ber of horses are about to die will depreciate the
value of the stock of the company.
Commissionekt-How are the horses to-day ?
Mr. Roberts.Well, we haven't many sick; about

twenty, I think.
Commissioner Are they ruenlng at the nostrils »

Mr. Roberts.A lew of them, but then we take
care of the horses on this line, and treat them like
human beings. If a man has a cold lie ought to be
kept away from chills. 1 have every drink warmed
ami give them plenty of hot mash, and these are
the safest remedies.
Commissioner.How many horses and cars have

you on this line?
Mr. Roberto.We have four hundred odd horses

and we run forty odd cars.
Commissioner.Have you taken any horses ofT

the cars to-day?
Mr. Roberts.Only a few. Any horse that's off

his feed why we won't let him work. If a horse
can't eat his feed for two or three days why, of
course, he will be too weak to work.

On the Belt Line of Cars.
The Commissioner bade Mr. Roberts good-day

and jumped on a car of the Tenth Avenue Belt Line
which was passing at the time. The conductor
was quite friendly, and, being questioned, stated
that two or three cars on the line had to be
stopped, as the horses were coughing so badly and
were so much out of breath that they could not
uraw the oars. There was considerable conversation
among the passengers on this line, two female pas¬
sengers declaring that it was dangerous to inhale
the breath of the horses, as diphtheria was catching.
At the depot of this line, which has a very large
number of horses and cars, there was general dis¬
may and irritation about the prevalence of the new
and unaccountable disorder. As usual, the Com¬
missioner was suspected of looking for a conduc¬
tor's position by the clerks; but there was one
clerk more courteous than the rest who said
"Go back into the stable and ask for Mr. D. P.

Root.he is the superintendent, and is now looking
alter the sick horses."
Mr. Root, a good looking, sensible-speaking gen¬

tleman, wus found up au inclined plane in t he sec¬
ond story, which hatl the appearance of a hospital,
as numbers or the poor animals were earnestly en¬
gaged in coughing out their lungs among the straw
and feed. This is a vast establishment, and is well
regulated by Mr. Root. He said :.
"This thing lirst became known to us on Monday

afternoon. The horses began to cough and seemed
affected by somethiug new to us. We have ninety-
ulno cars and 990 horses on this road, west and
cast sides of the city. We beard the coughing all
over the stable. Wc have about sixty cases among
the horses affected by this complaint. We have
been cleaning up the stable, and had used chloride
of lime aud assafoetlda. It is a sort of lung fever,
and I think that the bronchial tubes are affected.
We give them bran."
Commissioner.What remedies do yon use ?
Mr. Root.Well, I am using just now a harts¬

horn liniment which we rub tue glands wit b. 1 am
not a veterinary surgeon, bnt 1 have had consider¬
able experience among horses for many years. I
think that this fever will get worse before it gets
better. We have not lor* any Worses as yet, and
we do not calculate to lose any from the present
symptoms.
Commissioner.What do you value your horses at

on an estimated average, Mr. Boot ?
Mr. Root.Well, 1 think it would be safe to say

$165 to $185 a piece. The last figure is safest.
At this stable Mr. Root is taking the most sensi¬

ble and reasonable precautions to do away with
this terrible affliction, which may result in an utter
prostration of business throughout the city. Vet
there is no doubt that one-t hird of the Belt Line of
horses are coughing badly aud are affected, at
least, to a slight extent.

The Grand and Forty-Second Street
Line.

Our Commissioner next paid a visit to the depot
of tbe Grand, Houston and Fort,v-8econ<i street
line, which is situated at the foot of Forty-
second street. North River. The Com¬
missioner ascended the wide and cleanly
stairs and made inquiries for tbe
Superintendent, who is invariably known in all
these railroad buildings as the "Super." The
"Super." was not in, and again the Commissioner
had to undergo investigation and scrutiny as a

suspected applicant for a vacant conductorship.
The "Receiver," who takes in all the
small stamps from tbe conductors, was lu
good spirits, and did not cough once while In
conversation. He directed the Commissioner to
inquire for Mr. Chalmers, the "stable boss," who
was not to be found at the time, or he was, no
doubt, looking for medicines for his consumptive
nags.
"How many borscs have you which are sick?"

was the question asked of the Receiver, who an¬
swered quite cheerfully, as a surgeon would after
a day's work on a bloody battle lleld :.
"Oh, not many: we took twenty horses off thin

morning. One-third ol the horses are sick and
coughing, tint there is nothing serious, I believe."
As Mr. Chalmers could not l>e found, the Commis¬

sioner was directed to see ' Old Pete," a veteran of
oue hundred cases of spavin and jaundice. "Old
I'ete" was very reticent, however, and did not
want to talk, lie looked lor Mr. Chalmers in the
hay, and the bran and among the stalls, and
could not see him. Then the Receiver put his head
out of the window aud said that Mr. Manning, the
starter, uiiglit be able to tell something about the
disease. The Commissioner paid lus respects to
Mr. Manning, a good looking gentleman ; but he
was not aware of any serious trouble, although he
acknowledged that there was some sickness preva¬
lent among t he horses which had the honor to drag
the Forty-second street cars.
"Can I look at the horses for the Information of

the readers of the Herald T" asked the Commis¬
sioner.
..Who gave you leave to walk in the stables?" re¬

plied Old Pete.
Commissioner.The Receiver, up stairs. Is not

that sufficient?
Old Piste.No. it Isn't, and no one has a right to

?o into the stable unless Mr. Chalmers says so.
here isn't na horses sick here. Vou can t

help a horse coughing no more than a man cough¬
ing, Pm shure.
old Pete was evidently quite Indignant, and his

Milesian blood was ready to boil over at any further
investigation. The Receiver said

"If Mr. Green, the President of the road, was
here he would give vou lull information about the
matter. He knows more about the sickness of
horses thau all the veterinary surgeons in New
^ork, I can tell vou.not only when alive, but when
the horses are dead, lor he has examined them after
death, when the doctors have been dissecting
them."
A driver on this lino privately Informed the

Herald Plague Commissioner thai there were lw
horses sick, but there had not been any fatal cases
as yet.
Homer pathy on the Ninth Avenne Road.

It Is a strange and noticeable fact that there are
as many ways of doctoring a horse as there are of
doctoring a man; and tbe horse plague has
brought this fact oat in bold relief. At the
depot of the Ninth Avenue Horse Railroad
the Plague Commissioner was again taken for a
conductor in want of a job; but, putting on a
bold face, he asked for the "Super." The "Super"
was not in, bat Mr. Wallace, the stable boss, was

In, and the Commissioner penetrated through tbe
avenues of stalls, and, encountering a thousand
cuiions odors, which some people say are healthy,
he was balled by a number of men employed
around the stable who wanted to know if he
would like to "bny a horse." Mr. Wallace
was giving directions to his men to have a sick
horse "slang up," when he was Interrupted by tbe
advent of the Commissioner, who opened lire on
Mr. Wallace, a jolly looking, black whiskered man,
with a decided fund or practical common sense
beaming from his good-natured face. The dflaiogue
was as follows:.
"How many horses have yon on this line f"
"Two hundred and seven horses."

"How many are affected »»»
"Ftlty, and eleven disabled so far."
"What remedy do you use V
"Well, I am a homoeopath and believe in homopo-

pathy, and use Humphrey's Specific Letters 'A" and
.B.' I use aconite and a Unlment is rubbed on the
throat. We have reduced each car to one trip per
day lews. The horses that eat and cough I work an
lotiff an they can eat. They are safe
and It is better to exercise them. We first
heard the coughing on Monday, and It was
increased, but we cannot tell how fkr it will go.
There was something like this distemper among
tue horses In 1854 and 1866. This disease, in my
opinion, is a fever with catarrh and the eyes of the
horse become dull, the nostrils become red and the
head falls down. It lasts about ten days and has
to ite treated like fever on a human being. Any old
horse whose longs are weak and whose
bronchial tnbes are affected we do not
work like a voung horse, for fear of bad conse-
qnences. If we worked the old horses while this
disease Is prevalent It might end in pneumonia,
jusi as a man might fall into consumption who had
contracted a severe oold and neglected himself."
Com siiks ionkk.How much do you value your

horses at ?
Mr. Wallaor.Well, we have pretty good stock

here, and I think we might average tliem at faoo a
piece. There is a pair worth $7ao that we drive in
a car. We have some old horses that are extra,
and that we use on a pinch, but as a general thing
our horses are valued at $200 a head. At present
we have lessened the quantity or food which we
used to give them. That is necessary, as a sick
horse cannot eat as much as a well one. We
are giving them now bran, warm drinks, cut
hay and a little corn meal. We cut all our own hay
with an engine. The first sick animal that I had
was a gelding. We take the chill off the cold water
that we give the horses first. Some of the horses
began to eough and ohoke and 1 gave them homoeo¬
pathic remedies, lor 1 believe in thein Urrnly. It
began by breaking out in the nose when run-
ning, and the tongue became furred and
inflamed. I says, "Look a here, boys, Canada
has struck us at last," when I found the first case
in this stable. 1 do my own work and look alter
the horses, and that is the report, as I have been
looking ar horses for twenty-eight years or there¬
abouts. Their tongues were a little
warm and slimy, but many of the
horses are already getting better under
the homoeopathic treatment. This is a regular
old Influenza, this is. 1 never lost a horse under
the homoeopathic treatment. I tried allopathy un¬
til I got sick of it. It's just like as if you had a
sore throat and diphtheria, and it must have about
the same kind or treatment. Step in again and
look at the horses as soon as you can. The Hkrald
Is always welcome.

The Sixth A-venae Railroad.
At the depot of the Sixth Avenue Railroad Com¬

pany the Hkkald Commissioner found Mr. Superin¬
tendent J. B. Bidgood, who stated that they had
860 horses and that they had taken off fllty
horses which were sick and twelve cars from
their regular trlpB. He said "There has been a
statement in a newspaper that 1 have lost loo
horses t>y this sickness. That Is false. We have
lost but one horse in a month, but we have a gn at
many sick horses in the hospital, which are being
treated carefully. The disorder or whatever it
may be called struck us first on Monday."

The Broadway Lines.
This company is a large one, and owns the lines

that terminate at Broadway and Barclay street
and Broadway and Broome street, besides the Sev¬
enth avenue line. They have 1,100 horses running
constantly and 100 cars. They have sixty sick
horses. Mr. Leadbeater, the Superintendent,
stated that their horses were generally in a pretty
good coudition, and that he does not think It is
contagious, although he thinks it 1s hanging
in the atmosphere. Some of these horses are get¬
ting better, as numbers have been sent to the hos¬
pital; buthe thinks that the disease is spreading
and will spread for a few days, and then will de¬
cline and fail away entirely. Mr. Leadbeater is evi¬
dently quite hopeful, but still he has a large num¬
ber or sfck horses. None of them have been sick
enough to compel the necessity of slinging them up.

Eighth Avenue, Vewjr and Canal Street
Line.

The Herald Commissioner called at the depot of
this line, which occupies the block from Forty-
ninth to Fiftieth streets on Eighth avenue, and had
an Interview with Mr. Wilson, the superintendent
of the road, who received him very courteously and
yielded him all the information in his
power. His statement was as follows:."We
have 1,000 horses on our line. We have
taken eleven horses off the road, and, as near as 1
can judge, about two-thirds of our horses are
slightly but not seriously affected. They were
seized with this hacking cough uud choking on
Moiuluy night, with nil the symptoms of
having what is known among horsemen
us the 'strangles.' We are using as
a remedy cluorate of potash powoer,
and a little liniment to rub their throats, and mus¬
tard also. We cannot gargle their throats where
there are so many horses. We never had a sick¬
ness come to our horses in such a shape as this
boiore. We have made no change In the trips ami
there are no cars taken off. We sprinkle the stable
with lime, and keep down the effect of any
urine or other matter, and have the stable
thoroughly cleansed every night. We use carbolic
acid as a disinfectant, and we have sent for some
this afternoon. Some of the horses have been taken
with the chills and have behaved as if they had the
'strangles,' choking at times and coughing heavily,
like a man wit h a heavy cold. I have used belladonna
and sweet splritB of nitre as a remedy. Our horses
cost from $166 to $176 apiece. As a general thing
1 believe the stock on this road are in very fair
shape, with the exception ot three horses, who are
affected with a Blight cold and a changing fever."
At the conclusion of his remarks Mr. Wilson bade
the Herald Commissioner a very good day.

The Filth Avenue Line of Stage*.
The depot of the Fifth Avenue Stage Company

was visited by the Commissioner, and one of the
principal officials was interviewed, who did not
want his name given. His statement was as fol¬
lows.
"We have 400 horses on this line, which are valued

at from $150 to $180 a picce, and a large number
have been taken with the chills and colds and
coughs that arc so prevalent just now. I am
using aconite and sweet spirits of nitre for a cure
and T think that as soon as the fever has developed
Itself that a favorable change may come.
This distemper appeared on Monday and
they have been coughing ever since. We
realized its mil force yesterday, and
not before. We are running sixty-five stages, two
less than usual, nnd Instead of seven trips per day
we are now making but six until this blows over.

I think this disease is somewhat simitar to that we
had a year or two ago. I mean the cerebro spinal
meneiigltis. A horse that won't eat for two or
three days is sure to be sick on our hands. We use
mustard and warm mash for our horses and give
them warm drinks. That Is all 1 can say at
present."
The Twenty-Third Street Line of Stages.
The last visit made by the Herald Commissioner

was to the stable of the Broadway and Twenty-
third street line of stages, which is located in Ninth
avenue, at Twenty-sixth street. A little boy, who
was quite smart and voluble, called the " stable
boss," Mr. Edward (Jaynor, who put his head out or

a door and declared himself ready to be Interviewed
at once and on the spot. He made his statement as
follows:.
.There are 475 horses on this line of stages and

sixty-three stages are run. We have taken four
stages off to-dav on account of the sickness of the
horses. The lirst we knew ol it was on Sun¬
day night, when I heard the coughing. I have been
giving them liniment and mustard, as well as aco¬
nite and belladonna. Some of the cases are worse
to-day than yesterday, and we have taken one trip
off each stage, whlch.makes fifty-nine trips less in
consequence ot the disease. 1 never knew any¬
thing like this disease before. The horses get
chilled and do not eat as much as they usually do;
hut we are taking good care of them as possible.
That is all I have to say."

The Second Avenue Line.
On the Second avenue road there has not been

comparatively very great suffering. On this line
there are about one thousand horses, and or these
about seventv-flve have the disease in its incipient
state. Strangely, too, It did not appear nntil
yesterday morning, but early in the day It was

fonnd necessary to put teu of the horses In the
hospital as unlit for work. Unlike the
treatment used In most of the other
stables, the teed of the horses wu not
changed, corn and oots, with cut hay, being
given. No horse was considered in the worst stage.
Tho medicine given was a mixture of aconite and
belladonna, with a light costic injection. The
superintendent of the horses considers the dis¬
ease, so far as he has seen it, to be similar to
diphtheria in the human system. An ordinary cold
would not affect a horse in the same way as the
present disease does, the difference being that a
cold affects the aalmal over the entire body,
whereas the epidemic is confined to the
throat principally, or at worst to the
lungs. A "quinsy sore throat" wonld cause
the horse to suffer more severely than
does the present disease. The same geqtleman
stated that he believed it would be better to allow
the horses light exercise, but that they Should not be
actually worked Into the worst state of the disease.
He expects that though now so few of the Second
avenae line horses are suffering badly, still not one
of them will escape. It was claimed by the com¬
pany that the cars ran all day as nsual.

The Third Avenae Lime.
On this road there are over 1,000 horses, 260 of

which are detached for the Lexington avenue
route. More than half of the whole number are

suffering from the Incipient stage of the disease,
which Is the cough. There are about one hundred
la variom degrees of the disease at its worpt. The

flm.symptoms broke eat In tMs stable on Monday
morning tost, the coughing of the horses being dis¬

tinctly beard on the avenue.

Bran, with some of a patent rattle spice, was

then substituted for the ordinary feed. A (strong
liniment was used on tne neck and throat, and
hoimeeratblc medicine also given. Prom those
who had watched this large stable since the dis¬
ease began it was learned that the maiady first ap¬
peared In the cough, then in tbe panting, ami the
third stage was the discharge of yellow
matter iroin the nostrils, this being con¬
sidered u sign tliat the danger of death
was over. This was the representation made, but
it. would appear from statements made In some of
tbe other large stables that the discharge irom the
nostrils comes very soon after the cough sets in,
and precedes the mo«t dangerous state. In tact, so
far the most certmn indication of the worst
stage of the disease is considered to
be the refusal of the horse to eat.
Yesterday horses were running on this toad, evi¬
dently suffering badly from the cough. There was
scarcely a horse standing in the depot.either
belore going out or after returning.that was not
roughing and suffering from fatigue. But the sick
horses were worked all day, on the principle that
such a course was not Injurious to them, and that
It was time enough to phvsic them or give them
rest when the "panting" set in.
However, the horses that were in the incipient

state on Monday or Tuesday were in tbe worst
stage yesterday, while those far gone on Tuesday
were convalescent yesterday, and were able to eat.
This will give some idea of how the disease is run¬
ning.

The Pearth Avcant Llae.
The Fourth Avenue line has about seven hundred

and seventy horses, more thau half of which are
afflicted with the disease. Of these sick animals
twenty arc In tbe lowest state. There are slxty-
flve cars running daily on this line, and as it takes
eight horses to run one car for a day, it
may be imagined how soon, if the epi¬
demic Increusea, the trips here.and for a
similar reason on all citv lines.must be
reduced to very few. Yesterday afternoon the
horses were showing evident signs of the spreail of
the contagion, and, though the best of care wns be¬
stowed on them, still the poison was spreading,and hour after hour it was more apparent that the
whole stable was likely to be included. A number
of the horses arc not eating half the usual food,
this being a sure premonition that the dis¬
ease is certain to find its own natural end.
A mixture 01 tar, alcohol and belladonna is the
medicine adopted. Last evening it was deter¬
mined not to run the lull nurnbev of cars to-day,
and consequently several or the drivers and con¬
ductors were temporarily dismissed. It Is expected
that in this stable the experience gathered irom
the treatment tried in the other large stables In
this city may help to stay the further progress or
tbe epidemic.

The Avenue C Lin*.
Thla is the only line In the city the representa-

tiven of which admitted that the horses had been
ailing Homewhat rturiug the past two weeks. Thty
have in this stable about three hundred and flity
horses of which, yesterday, 100 were sick and!Tnty in the panting stage,. No anticipation
of the epidemic was formed, the odd,
short cough heard in the stables not recelv-
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rvnensiUdehbeleibought the following medicine hadI, j rhn unimalM' Buffering j.MustHHl ftppllCft-
Uon on throat, tincture of ,^'l®,,f""n1?e(jUlerna y '
hot mashes, with very little hay, for feed.

The Dry Dock Line.
on this line there has been a severe attack or the

epidemic. A large number of the 500 horses in the
Htable have been seized with the first symptoms.
About sixteen were in a low state jesterday, an«
It is probable that by this morning nearly
everv animal in the stable will have been

HtonnetUo-day. They think here that the disease

S2b
good mashes of carrots, boiled oats and such ukc.

The Fourteenth Street and BroaUwsy
Stages.

Slnee'W.»d»y night the distemper has been at
work in this stable. Tuesday morning the usual

lungs are diseased mustard is applied.
The Madison Avenue Stage*.

In this stable there are 440 horses, loo of them
being in a very bad condition. Since Monday las
the disease has been taking greater extent, and It
was feared yesterday that to-day the whole

takenb%rffan7'doubetu-ss "to^iy thl

SSSSs
the horses' throats.

_____

The Fourth Avenue Stages.
There are only three sound horses, out of 330, in

the stables of this line. Nearly half of the whole
number were working yesterday, the trips being,
however, made fewer. It Is a remarkable

!SSSKSvSS
At the Horse Market.

The norse Market on Twenty-lourth street Is a
collection of sale, exchange and livery stables
where the men of horse affinities congregate for the
sale, purchase and hire of those "faithful servants.
There are about a dozen stables along the street
and these constitute the market. Horses in sulkies
and under saddle are continually trotting up and
Mown the pavement of Twenty-fourth street, in
front of the market, and led horses in harness are
a,ways undergoing the mild exercise of a gentle
walk thereon. To half a dozen of the men who

porter aMres^d" hlHf Sardlng "he 'Tarwl
^Te' ain't got anything of It here/' «ald ®ne
voung stock owner, who leaued ba< k injus siaon

they run or are driven pretty hard,
get a cold and the cough nuturonycomes There
wouldn't be anything of It at ail if the papers
?e'm inT^he^er^ BuValo died. They get sick,bUA«o?iLr(sUble1Ckeeper m the Horse Market rowwi^counting out hfs f loo bills in his officesat he
ti tj14, it krai d representative sftlutcd him, aiki,Tthe ntcr^s of'weTung his fingers and keeping1,1 '> thA rniint he managed to *Miyl\ t L hid one 'or two Dorses suffering
skkkwssaSS"
was n<> worse than the pinkeye, and he never lei

!DUomortaonamUthe ftcityHw^ld "be affected by the

-s
horses h?dPj«st canght cold, like everybody, man
".rhese* defers'''may "have supposed that the
nitKALP reporter was in search of a g<>o4 hur?e,MJ.hlL and, with the traditionary license of the
horse trader, inav have felt It their duty to ignore

Flemishes In their beasts; but their state¬
ments under whatever circumstances they mayhay" beeu uttered, are given as above.

At A. T. Stewart's Stables.
A visit to the stables of A. T. Stewart, on Amity

Htreet, disclosed the fact that of about seventy-
three h»rses used In delivering parcels alone about
thirty were sick with the new disease, and as the
superintendent of the stables remarked, "every
one that comes in adds another to the sick list."
Three horses were led in from their dally work
while tie reporter was there and all of them bad
the cough that Indicated the disease. Some of
them bid running at the nose, « hasy Ught In the
eye aiflt sweating flanks. Ail were at once unhar¬
nessed, blanketed and stalled, mustard In lavish
quantities being rubbed upon their necks. The
stableman stated that he expected to find K very
difficult In a day or two to deliver parcels
at all. He would hire horses to re¬
place the sick ones, If he could, but
the livery stables had none to let. The disease, he
thought, was not necessarily fatal if any care could
be bestowed upon the animal, and was not likely
to last more than ten days. He had been among
horsey for tweuty-flvc years, hywever, and had

eq1aJ #» general prevaftqM ud Iti
lapld reduction of hone flesh and spirit*

At Arnold and l'on«Ublc'« Stables.
The dreaded eplzooty had carried its ravages

mercilessly among the hoi sex used by the fiim of
Arnold A Constable to deliver package". Of the
fourteen employed every one ww sick. so far thev

KW.ni.n0. l*J|nPt,0'UM U'orc alarming than a
cough, but it wan undoubtedly the forerunner of
the disease. It wan ImpoHHtblc to relieve them
from their daily duty just <u present, and it w.

K?,Llftey Would better without interference
with the pared delivery, but it was doubtful.

The Eiprcn Compunlri.
A visit to the various express companies showed

that the plague has caused great consternation
among the officials, whose business is seriously
Jeopardized by its ravages among their animals.
Home expressed Tears that they would be compelled
to suspend business entirely for want of the neces-

Bary horses to transport their freights to the depots
Til* AMERICAN MERCHANTS' EX PRESS.

At the office of this company the reporter met
Messrs. Clark and Kice, who gave very ularm-
ing accounts of the danger that threatened
their teams. The latter gentleman reported
that nearly every animal was more or
less affected, and that out of the 150
they own hardly any wcro lit for work. The dis¬
ease first exhibited itseir in their stable on Tuesday
and spread with great rapidity, many horses that
¦> ent out apparently well returning half hour
later badly affected. Yesterday many more were
stricken and still the plague spread, or the many
deliverer horses every one was sick at one o'clock
yesterday, ihe animals, they report, yield readily
to the treatment given them, aud many already be*
fSX? ?JFnSK0^ ,co"y«1«"Cenee. Mr. Clark reported
that they bad intelligence Irom their agents in

< anada, Buffalo aud Kochester relative 10 tne at-
tacks upon their hornets aud these reports show
that with rest and tender treatment the animals
usually recover within two weeks.

WKIJL.S, FAKIR) A CO'H EXPRESS.
This company have but two horses, their business

requiring no more, and both are sick and useless
for ull work.

THE ITN1TKD STATES EXPRESS.
I his company own about one hundred auimals,

most of which are housed in Jersey City. The
epizootic, as it is termed, showed itself first on

UU(1 ,lllH spread rapidly until over two
thirds are more or less affected. The demand of
.,u.,<i°"iP.auUy 8 busluet,«. however, is so heavy that

&rS uh usual, and are only
treated for the disease at ulglit. They lear that if
the disease continues they will be seriously dis¬
commoded in their business.

»», .P"* national express company.

mmv°an ? ttrt> euH,lw.ved »>> this com-
pany, ami the olUceru report uearly twenty more
or less diseased. Five gave out yesterday ufter-
noon, and on the return of each team one or both
horses had to be sent to hospital. In the half hour
that elapsed previous to the visit of the Herald
attache four hud been turned out or harness.

THE ADAMS' EXPRESS COMPANY.
The eplzooty has revelled to Its All in the stables

of this company In Church street. From Mr
Marsh, the superintendent ol the stable, it was
ascertained that of the 200 horses employed at one

0 clock yesterday fifty wero in hospital, aud the
balance more or less a filleted- He remarked that
he could not say that he had a sound horse lu the
entire list. All show premonitory symptoms of the
disease, which, to use his words, seems "to have
gone through the city like a whlrwlnd. We are
working those least afflicted to meet the urgent
demands of our business. The symptoms are vlo
lent coughing, discharge of white matter from the
nostrils, occasionally lumps on the throat aud more
or less indications or exhaustion. 1 have been con¬
nected with the care or horses for twenty years
and have never seen anything like it. They also
show a disintlinutlon to eat. We reed them with
apples aud salted hay, disinfect our stubles, cover
them with blankets, but still it spreads throughout
the stables/' The disease here first appeared
uoout noon Monday, and b.v Tuesday noon seventy-
live animals hail been rendered uuilt for service.

THE TRANSFER COMPANY
is said to have about 52.1 animals. The reporter
visited several or their stables, aud found li very
dliUcult to ascertain the extent of the sickness.
Tom employes aud others It, was ascertained that
neartv all, or lully four hundred, were suffering
with the disease, either in its first or advuueed
stages. It. first appeared Tuesday morning, in the
Mercer street stable, ami by noon yesterday hair of
them had been attacked; nevertheless, tue com¬
pany continue to work them.

Tl»e Livery Stables.
A large number or livery stables were visited

during the day, and the discovery was made that
the disease in these establishments has very gen¬
erally attacked the poor dumb tenants and servants
01 man. In some stables every horse has been
stricken with it.

| BRADLEY A OO.'S, KAMI' SEVENTEENTH STBKKT.
This firm owu and use at their two stablCB About

eighty horses. The plague first showed Itself, or
rather first attracted serious attention, on Tuesday
morning, and at. two o'clock yesterday tliey did not
own a sound animal. Some, however, were but
slightly touched by the disease, aud, under careful
treatment, will likely be convalescent in a day or

two.
CANARY'S STABLE, MERCER STREET.

A visitation or the disease was made litri* on

Tuesday morning, and, out of 130 horses, by noon

yesterday over sixty were either In hospital, re¬

ceiving potions from the veterinary surgeon, or

wilting under the fatal symptoms of the disorder.
About twenty or thirty are utterly unlit lor ser¬

vice, but under the mode of treatment Mr. Canary
expects to save them all from a latal termination
of the dlBeaHe.

PEPPARD'S STABLE, MERCER STREET.
The pestilential disease appeared here on Tues¬

day, among forty-five occupants or stalls, and al¬
ready two-thirds or them arc more or less affected
with it. There is scarcely a horse In the stable free
or the premonitory symptoms, and st ill it is spread¬
ing. The proprietor hopes, with rest and carelul
attention, to rescue theui all from death.

MASON'S STABLES, MERCER STREET.
Every one or the twenty-five horses in these

stables is affected in some stage or the disorder
which made Its visit first on Tuesday. Yesterday
some of them showed symptoms ol convalescence*
The proprietor reports that they were treated
promptly, and he believes all of them are out ol
danger. A few had to be taken irom work en¬
tirely.

WILSON'S STABLE, EAST TENTJT STREET.
Mr. Wilson reiused to give the reporter anv In¬

formation, remarking that it would frighten own¬
ers who had horses boarding with him. He, how-

I ever, admitted that the disorder had shown Itseir
there. The best Information attainable shows that
out or about sixty horses here fifty have been visited
by the disease.

IRA BROWN'S HTABI.ES, CNIVERSITY PLACE.
This gentleman, who runs two extensive stable"

with seventy horses, reports them all more or less
111. Some are so bad that they cannot be worked
while others are retained lu harness, it first ap¬
peared on Mouday night and spread rapidly until
all were affected. Mr. Brown describes the disease
like influenza, that so oitcn affects man. lie en¬
tertains strong hopes or saving all his animals.

J. M'NICOL'S STABLES, BAST TWELFTH STREET
This gentleman has about forty horses out or

lUty suffering from the disorder, tie reports theni
all doing well and says that he had put up and ad¬
ministered to them the recipe published In Tues¬
day s IIeralp, and observed that it produced very
beneficial effects upon the invalid animals.

MCRRAY'S STABLES, EAST THIRTEENTH STREET.
This stable escaped the fearlul scourge until ves-

terdav. Mr. Murray reports that when he arrived
In the morning uol a horse was affected. At three
o'clock he had out of forty-two twelve suffering
from the disorder. Later In the dav others were
taken, but no fatal cases are looked for.
KKtl.LY AND M'MAIION'S STABI.E"', UNION SQCARE.
This firm was visited on Tuesday, and tliey admit

that ten are snffering from the plague, others re¬
port that they have as high a number us twenty.

HENDERSON'S STABLE, BAST NINTH STREET.
There it was found that eight out of the ten

horses are suffering from the disorder. They are
however, but slightly affected.

OTHER STABLES.
The stables or P. Noelke A Co., East Third street

show ten out or twelve sick. The stable or Mr.'
Simpson, in the same street, has not a sound hor«e
and visits to many oilier small establishment's
show that from ninety-six to ninety-nine per ccnt
of the animals have been attacked.

AT TnR SEVENTH AVENl'E L1VKRY WTABLES.
At the Seventh Avenue Livery Stables, on Sev-

enth avenue and Twenty-second street, Mr. Wil¬
liam Ebbitt proprietor, there are about one hun¬
dred and fllty horses-carriage and coach teams
and for light driving, or these about twenty-live
havetaen attacked by the eplzooty, bat are now
much improved. The clerk or Mr. Ebbitt stated
that they were taken in hand at once and cared
for, blanketed, mustarded and given rest and com¬
fort, and the second day after the beginning of the
treatment showed great Improvement. The

an'1, experience or these horsemen seem to
light driving animals who are not com-

pel led to work nard when the disease Is upon them
are safe, while It la likely to be fatal to the hard-
worked car and track horses.

The Fire Department Horses.
It was stated in some of the many journals yes¬

terday that the eplzooty had made Its appearance id
the horses of the Fire Department, and that a large
number were rendered unlit for duty. This was

well calculated to cause widespread alarm among
property owners, who well know that without
horseflesh our steamers would be worthless In bat¬

tling with the devouring element. It Is gratifying
to know that there Is no Immediate cause for
alarm. There are In the Department over one
hundred horses, and as yet but ten have been be¬
sieged by the disorder. As a ffre rarely occurs that
reouire* one-feum oI this forc« of animals the

property of oar citizens 0 not seriously placed la
jeopardy.

The Pcn«ntsge of fHickMM.
An near as the reporter who circulated anions,

the express" eompanles an«l public livery stablea
could ascertain the percentage of nick horses wan.

last evening, folly eighty-five and a Half per ceut.

Take, for example, the leading seventeen estate
Bailments and it was lound that l,2tMout of 1,4M
are suffering from tlie disorder. Thia is eighty- flva
aud a liulf per ceut.

Borm n»rma
.Vit int. Ej.ipliji/ed. Nick.

American Nntinnol Express Co. lftll IM
VVHK Kargo A Co 2 4
United Stale* K.xpir i Co .. 100 7#
National Kxprega Ho 40 M
AiUiiih Kxprrxs Co M) JUU
Bradley k Co
New York 'reimportation Co »:« 4U0
Canary'! 13., Ml
Hi'ppard a 4S M
Ma.non a 2ft 2&
Wilaon'S CM M)
Brown' 70 7lJ
McNIool'n M) 4U
Murray'* « M
Relllr k Cn.'s 40M
HcmltTHon'a ID M
Noeltke's 15 l!i

Totala l.lHi; l.2«a
These lltfures were taken between one and three

o'clock, and It Im not at all unlikely thai later ia
the day the percentage reached us high an ninety.
The Veterinary Surgrvn of the Board of

Health.
The veterinary surgeon of the Board of Health to

now examining this disease in the city and will
make a report upon the subject to the Board to¬
day. A very important and iutcresiiiij? report la
expected upon the subject.

IN BROOKLYN.
? .i

Among Railroad, I.lvriy, Private, R*«

press and MHk Rqnine Slock.ibnnt
Two Thousand Horses Afflicted.'The
Disease Breaking Ont in All 1'ortlona
of the City and Spreading Rapidly.
The catarrhal fever made its appearance among

Brooklyn equities on Tuesday last in various locali¬

ties, but it did not attract any particular at¬
tention until yesteruay, vrlien the disease
became widespread. The heaviest mlTer-
ers so far have been the Brooklyu City
Bailroad Company, which owns 2,0'J0 horse*. A6
all their stables the eqnlnes were "barking" id

hundreds yesterday. The worst cases were, how¬
ever, reported a* being at the Fulton avenue
stables. Three deaths were reported in the stablea
or this company, and others are likely to occur^
The symptoms of the sickness are described as a
mueus and bloody discharge from the nostrils,
lever, watery eyes and drooping heads.
On some of

TUB CITY IIOKBE CAR LINES.
the Myrtle avenue, Fnlton avenue and Court
street.the number or trips have been reduced.
The consequence is that great lnconvcnienc Is e xp«-
rlenced by travellers over these always crowded
routes. Still further reduction In public acitoni-

modations, it is Intimated, will be found necessary
unless present, Indications prove to be wrong. Thia
railroad company have adopted the policy of run¬
ning a horse as long as he will eat well ; out wheal
lie "goes back on his food" they take lifm outoftlm
traces and proceed to doctor him. The veterinary
surgeon then administers a powder or several in¬
gredients, then gives them mash and covers thai
equine patient with a warm blanket. The Super-4
iutendent, Mr. Sullivan, Is of the opinion that thq
epidemic will exhaust Itself In the course of ten
days, ami that it is not contagious, but is in tha
atmosphere. The number of railroad liorsea
affected last night wasii60.

ki i.ton avenue link.
The Superintendent of the Fulton avenue car

stables states that the horse "influenza" first mada
its entrie among his charge at au early boor on
Monday morning last, when the horses com¬
menced to "bark" or cough one alter the other,
and have kept it up since. When they couglt
blood spurts from their noses, and they are in »
cold sweat moHt of the time. They eat until their
throats become sore, when they reluse any further
food. Oatmeal gruel and flaxseed tea and opening
powders are tile potion administered at the Fulton
avenue stables. Several horses of the Fire Depart¬
ment are suffering from the dreaded catarrh, and'
much anxiety is expressed by the firemen inv tha
recovery of their gallant and fast young steeds.
They have lost no horses, however.

ISRAEL'S STAni.ES, FIFTH AVENI'E.
At the livery stables of L. A M. Israel, Fifth uve<

nue, twenty-nine horses were afTected yesteroay,
i and the veterinary snrgeon was bnsv rubbing the
I throats of the sick animals. Vinegar and inus^

tard have been used here with good effect, the ant*
malB being reported as progressing favorably.

THE FIFTH AVKNl'K LINE.
At the stables of the Fifth Avenue Railroad Com«

puny (Alderman Bichardson's line) there were only
three cases of influenza among 460 horses.

OTHER HTARI.KH.
Ftireel, the ice cream manufacturer, Fulton

street, had six horses down with the horse dla«
ease last night.

Mr. James Weaver has a very valuable roail
horse sick at his private stable in Elm place, and
fears for the safety of the other animals In tlid
stable.

HENRY WARP BKRCIIER'H HORSES.
Two horses belonging to Mr. Henry Ward

needier, ten to Mr. Donning and one horse owned
by Mr. Tousey, are very sick at Donnelly's livery
stable, Henry street. All the livery stables in Lovcl
lane bore evidence to the fact that the equina
misery which stalked broadcast over the city dl«l
not overlook them.
H. B. Witty, the livery atabte keeper, PoweiA

street, has had but three cases tinder treatment.
He finds that doses of aconitc and belladonna, tert
drops in each case, fonr doses every twenty-foui
hours, work like a charm, giving relief to the ani-<
mals afllicted. All the railroad company's farm
horses at (ireeupolnt are sick.

THE EXPRESS COMPANIES AND MILKMEN.
Express companies are bemoaning their ill liicK

In not being able to carry their freight with any
, profitable degree of expedition because of thelc

! intslortuue in having one-hall of their stock down
with the "influenza," Truck and Icemen wear lotifl

i faces anil watch every symptom of their attllcteJi
horses. Milkmen in many instances arn

1 compelled to hire sound horses to take tha
place of tbelr sick nags In going the morning amft

: evening milk route. There were no means of asceN
i tainlng the precise number of sick horses In Brook*

i lyu last night, but from what could be gleaned froid
i sources available It is fair to estimate the probably

l number at not less than two thousand. And tha
i inarch of the dread disease Is still onward.

The distemper has made its appearance in Win
I llamsburg. Jmt not to any great extent. Several

I valuable horses belonging to the Fire Department)
exhibited the usual symptoms yesterday, as did
also u lew roadsters belonging to the citizens. Butt
the large number of horses belonging to the (iranif
Street, North Second Street and South Foertlj
street railroads have so far escaped. In the stabla
of the Cross-Town road, Greenpolnt, onlv four case4
were reported last evening. Nearly all the prin-
pal livery stable keepers report their equine*
healthy.

THE DISEASE ELSEWHERE.

Secretary Bout well Prohibits the Intro*
duet ion of Canadian Horses.

W ashington, D. C., Oct. 23, 1872.
Numerous letters have been received at th4

Treasury Depart men t on the subject of tho home
disease, one of which, dated Buffalo, says It In so

I widespread that the writer to sale in placing nlneJ
I tenths of the horses in that city and nelglilKtrhood1

as atfected b.v the disease, and, ho adds, while it i4
regarded as dangerous, it yields readily to t reatmenti
if applied in season. The general impression itf
that it is not contagious, but is epidemic. Thai
secretary of the Treasury has Issued the following
instructions to the collectors at Koehester, Bur«
llngton, Cape Vincent and I'ort Huron:.
"You are directed, so long as the existing horse

disease prevails fn Canada, to allow no horses to be
brought into your port or district from that couiw
try, unless you are perfectly satisfied that they are
free irom contagious diseases."

lioriei Dying In Syracuse.
HYRACC'SK, N. Y. Oct. 23, 1872.

The horse epidemic has broken out in this cltyy
and ts spreading rapidly. Fully four hiindretH
horses are affectcd, including the horses of tlief
Fire Department and street railways, and owing t®
the sickness of the latter tho running time of that
cars has been changed. It Is feured that the care
will be stopped altogether shortly. The horses of
the Milk Company are affected: also 100 private?
horses, and a number have already died.

The Disease Exciting the (laaker City.
PtUT.ADKLl'HI A, Oct. 23, 1872.

The managers of the city passenger railways and
others owning horses have become considerably
excited In regard to the horse disease. No case,
however, has as yet made Its appearance in thie
city.
Business Partly Suspended In Boston hr

Want of Horses.
Boston, Mass., Oct. 23, 1872.

The horse epidemic is seriously impeding businesC
and travel here ; bat, so far, very few horses have
died from it.

Suddem Appearance of the Fever la

Springfield, Mass.
SpaiNUFIBLD, Mass., Oct. 23, 1872.

Seventy cases of tne horse disease broke out la
this city to-day. No fatal cases have been reported
thus far*


